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State of the Movement
June 2019

Shomrimot Chazak.

The  l i f e  o f  a  movemen t  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  many  h i l l s  and  va l l e y s ,  bu t  some t imes  t h i ng s

seem  t o  no t  be  mov i ng .  I t  i s  impo r t an t ,  howeve r ,  t o  r emembe r  t h a t  we  a r e  cons t an t l y

p rog r e s s i ng  and  evo l v i ng .  So  we  have  dec i ded  t o  b r i ng  back  t h i s  t r ad i t i on  o f  a  S t a t e

o f  t h e  Movemen t ,  a  r em inde r  o f  who  we  a r e  and  whe re  we  a r e  a t ,  wha t  d i s cus s i ons

we  a r e  hav i ng ,  ou r  s t r ugg l e s  and  ou r  ach i e vemen t s .  The  pas t  f ew  yea r s  have  been

rough ,  we ’ve  had  dec r ea sed  pa r t i c i p a t i on  a t  ou r  ken im  and  camps ,  f i n anc i a l  woes ,

b l u r r i e r  l i n e s  t h an  eve r  be tween  camp  and  movemen t ,  and  a  sma l l  ac t i v e  had r acha .

A l l  t h a t  sa i d ,  we  know  we  a r e  a t  t h e  onse t  o f  a  mean i ng f u l  change .  

 

A  spa r k  o f  pas s i on  and  p roces s  o f  r e -env i s i on i ng  has  begun  i n  t h e  No r t h  Ame r i c an

movemen t ,  and  change  i s  i n  mot i on .  The  No r t h  Ame r i c an  movemen t  we l comed  new

Sh l i cho t  t h i s  yea r ;  Reu t  i n  To ron to  and  Ad i  i n  New  Yo r k .  They  have  been  wo rk i ng

ha rd  and  a r e  he re  w i t h  r enewed  pas s i on  and  ene rgy .  A t  t h e  same  t ime ,  t h i s  pas t  yea r

ha s  been  a  yea r  o f  ques t i on s  and  d i s cus s i ons  f o r  t h e  Bog r imo t  i n  No r t h  Ame r i c a .

A f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  eve r  Hagshama  Sem ina r  (June  2018 ) ,  Bog r imo t  o f  Canada  and  t h e  USA

have  s t epped  up  i n  t a k i ng  owne r sh i p  ove r  t h e i r  own  co l l e c t i v e  educa t i ona l

p r oces ses ;  p l ann i ng ,  r unn i ng  and  a t t end i ng  sem ina r s  f o r  t h e  Bog r imo t  commun i t y

such  as  an  a l l y sh i p  sem ina r ,  and  an  econom ic s  sem ina r .  I n  June ,  a  g roup  o f

Bog r imo t  depa r t ed  on  an  educa t i ona l  j o u r ney  i n  I s r a e l /Pa l e s t i ne ,  engag i ng  w i t h

l e ad i ng  ac t i v i s t s ,  l e a r n i ng  abou t  soc i a l  i s s ues ,  and  ge t t i ng  i n sp i r ed  by  f ound i ng

membe r s  f r om  t h e  L i f e  Movemen t  t h e r e .  The  f i r s t  yea r  o f  t h i s  Bog r imo t  commun i t y

ha s  been  f i l l e d  w i t h  ques t i on s  as  No r t h  Ame r i c an  bog r imo t  have  t r i ed  t o  exp l o r e  t h e

pu rpose  and  po ten t i a l  o f  such  a  con t i nued  movemen t ;  we  l e f t  Mi f ga sh  w i t h

new found  unde r s t and i ng  and  commi tmen t  t o  t h e  p ro j ec t .  Such  a  sh i f t  i n  ou r

movemen t  s t r uc t u r e  can  on l y  s t r eng then  t h e  movemen t ,  and  a l l ow  ou r se l ve s  t o

f u l f i l l  ou r  yea rn i ng  f o r  Hagshama  and  T i k kun  O lam  he re  i n  No r t h  Ame r i c a .  The  L i f e

Movemen t  i n  No r t h  Ame r i c a  i s  o f f  t o  a  g rea t  s t a r t ,  no t  on l y  w i t h  t h e se  sem ina r s ,  bu t

w i t h  suppo r t  f r om  t h e  Jew i sh  commun i t y  i n cuba to r ,  Hakhe l ,  i n  t h e  f o rm  o f  a  seed

g r an t .  Th i s  g r an t  w i l l  a l l ow  us  t o  ne two r k  w i t h  and  l e a r n  f r om  o the r  g r a s s r oo t s

Jew i sh  commun i t i e s ,  no t  t o  men t i on  seed  money  f o r  some  exc i t i ng  p ro j ec t s !  

Th i s  yea r  was  a l so  t h e  f i r s t  No r t h  Ame r i c an  Kenes  Hanhago t  i n  a lmos t  10  yea r s ,

r enew ing  coope r a t i on  be tween  t h e  Canad i an  and  Ame r i c an  l e ade r sh i p  a l ongs i de

Hashome r  Ha t za i r  O lam i ,  and  po ten t i a l  f o r  change .
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Hashome r  Ha t za i r  Canada  r e -env i s i oned  t h e  Mazk i r imo t  s t r uc t u r e  w i t h  3  ded i ca t ed

Bog r imo t ,  Shauna  Peka r ,  Oren  Jung re i s  and  B r i t  Ashe r ,  f i l l i n g  d i f f e r en t  movemen t

needs  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  a l l ow  g rea t e r  a t t en t i on  t o  t h e  many  f a ce t s  o f  t h e  r unn i ng  and

g rea t e r  deve l opmen t  o f  Hashome r  Canada .  Wh i l e  t h i s  s t r uc t u r e  wo rked ,  i t  has

changed  t o  accomoda t e  t h e  wo rk  t h a t  i s  be i ng  done  t o  i n t r oduce  Hashome r  Ha t za i r

t o  t h e  Jew i sh  commun i t y  i n  Ot t awa !  A  g roup  o f  Canad i an  Had r acha  l i v i ng  i n  Ot t awa

w i l l  be  wo rk i ng  t o  c r ea t e  a  Ken  t h e r e !  I n  t h e  To ron to  ken ,  seve r a l  Bog r imo t  l i v ed  i n  a

communa  t h r oughou t  t h e  yea r ,  wh i ch  became  a  hub  f o r  t h e  had r acha  and

s t r eng thened  t h e  bog r imo t  commun i t y .  They  hos t ed  sem ina r s ,  and  c r ea t ed  a  much

needed  space  f o r  had r acha  a f t e r  ken im  and  i n  gene r a l .  Un fo r t una t e l y ,  t h e  communa

has  d i sbanded ,  bu t  t h e  impac t  i t  had  on  t h e  had r acha  was  s i gn i f i c an t .  Tha t  be i ng

sa i d ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  wo rk  t o  be  done  i n  con t i nu i ng  t o  wo rk  on  c r ea t i ng

i n t en t i ona l  spaces  f o r  had r acha  t o  l e a r n  and  g row  t oge t he r  as  ac t i v e  Shomr imo t ,  no t

j u s t  f r i e nds .  

 

The  Ken  i n  To ron to  i t s e l f  i s  t h e  s t r onges t  i t  has  been  i n  yea r s ,  s t a r t i ng  w i t h  20

chan i ch imo t  each  ken ,  t o  now  a round  50  chan i ch imo t  eve r y  ken  (eve r y  o the r  week ) .

T hey  have  f o rmed  s t r ong  t i e s  w i t h  o the r  Jew i sh  commun i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r ea ,  and  seem

to  on l y  ge t  b igge r .  Mosh  Cho re f  exceeded  expec t a t i on s  and  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  i n

Hashome r  Ha t za i r  Canada  h i s t o r y ,  a  wa i t i ng  l i s t  had  t o  be  opened  as  capac i t y  was

r eached  f o r  machane ,  w i t h  a  t o t a l  o f  80  shomr imo t  i n  a t t endance  (bo th  chan i ch imo t

and  had r acha ) .  Un fo r t una t e l y ,  Mosh  Kay i t z  d id  no t  b r i ng  t h e  same  ou t come .  The  two

ses s i on  s t r uc t u r e  summe r  camp  o f  3  weeks  f o l l owed  by  2  weeks  was  sho r t ened  and

Mosh  Kay i t z  on l y  r an  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  se s s i on  o f  3  weeks  t h i s  summe r  due  t o  a  l a c k  o f

r eg i s t r a t i on .  I t  was  a  summe r  t h a t  b rough t  many  cha l l enges ,  bu t  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e

day ,  i t  was  a  summe r  f i l l e d  w i t h  many  g rea t  memo r i e s  f o r  ou r  Chan i ch imo t .

Hashome r  Ha t za i r  Canada  has  t a ken  many  s t eps  t h i s  yea r  i n  s t r eng then i ng

t hemse l ve s  f o r  a  more  sus t a i n ab l e ,  mean i ng f u l  f u t u r e .  Jus t  as  Rome  was  no t  bu i l t  i n

a  day ,  t h e  Canad i an  movemen t  r e cogn i ze s  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  same  con t i nued  l e ve l  o f

e f f o r t ,  t h e  movemen t  w i l l  f l ou r i s h .  

 

Meanwh i l e ,  t h e  USA  ken im  have  been  hav i ng  some  t r oub l e  w i t h  Ken  r e c r u i tmen t  and

w i t h  had r acha  engagemen t .  We  have  r e cogn i zed  a  need  f o r  more  had r acha  t r a i n i ng

and  t h r i v i ng  cu l t u r e .  I n  t h e  nex t  yea r ,  a  f ew  membe r s  o f  t h e  Bog r imo t  commun i t y  w i l l

be  mov i ng  i n t o  a  communa  t oge t he r ,  w i t h  hopes  f o r  s im i l a r  r e su l t s  t o  t h a t  o f

To ron to .  We  have  been  f o rm i ng  s t r ong  t i e s  w i t h  Habon im  Dro r ,  o rgan i z i ng  j o i n t

e ven t s  and  sem ina r s  t oge t he r .  
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I n  f a c t ,  bo th  Habon im  and  us  a r e  cu r r en t l y  wo rk i ng  w i t h  N IF  t o  c r ea t e  a  s t anda rd i z ed

camp  cu r r i cu l um  on  I s r a e l  educa t i on ,  wh i ch  w i l l  be  d i s t r i bu t ed  t o  o the r  Jew i sh

camps  ac ro s s  t h e  US .  We  have  a l so  been  o rgan i z i ng  i n t e r -movemen t  Rab i n  Memo r i a l

e ven t s  w i t h  a  ne two r k  o f  Jew i sh  you th  movemen t s  i n  t h e  a r ea .  Two  l e ad i ng

had r acha  membe r s  we re  accep t ed  i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  coho r t  o f  Sen i o r  Fe l l ows  i n

Co rne r s t one ,  and  enac t ed  a  new  l e ade r sh i p  men to r sh i p  p rog r am  t h i s  summe r ,  w i t h

an  a im  t o  d i s t r i bu t e  l e ade r sh i p  t r a i n i ng  and  oppo r t un i t i e s .  Mosh  Kay i t z  2019  t op s  i t

o f f  as  one  o f  t h e  mos t  succes s f u l  summe r s  i n  t h e  pas t  decade  i n  t e rms  o f

r eg i s t r a t i on ,  f un ,  and  i n nova t i on .  We  even  had  some  Canad i an s  s t a y  f o r  second

ses s i on ,  hope fu l l y  s t a r t i ng  a  beau t i f u l  new  t r ad i t i on .  

 

Wh i l e  we  a r e  no t  on  t h e  t op  o f  t h e  h i l l ,  we  a r e  no t  a t  t h e  bo t t om  o f  t h e  va l l e y  e i t he r .

Tha t  was  pe rhaps  a  f ew  yea r s  ago ,  and  now  we  a r e  s l ow l y  c l imb i ng  up ,  and  a r e  r i gh t

above  t h e  t r e e l i n e .  Th i s  g i ve s  f o r  a  beau t i f u l  v i ew  o f  a l l  t h e  poss i b i l i t i e s ,  as  we l l  as

an  unde r s t and i ng  f o r  t h e  pa th  l e f t  t o  c l imb .  We  l ook  f o rwa rd  t o  t h e se  new

oppo r t un i t i e s ,  pa r t ne r sh i p s ,  and  happen i ngs ,  as  on l y  good  can  come  f r om  t h em .  Le t

u s  commi t  ou r se l ve s  t o  t h i s  cause ,  i t s  commun i t y  and  f u t u r e  t o  ensu r e  t h e  c l imb  up

i s  sw i f t  and  suppo r t ed .  
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Mazkirut NA


